
Durban pelagic 27th June 2015 
 
One of our regular pelagics set out from Durban at 06h00 on 27th June. The forecast through the week 
had been for strong wind to get up in the afternoon, so it was imperative that we got out to our chumming 
spot as early as possible. 
  
The trip out was pretty quiet, with Indian Yellow-nosed Albatrosses putting in the first appearance, with 
a few Gannets also seen just offshore. White-chinned Petrels soon joined the mix, and a lone Antarctic 
Prion zipped past the boat. 
 

 
  
We got towards the drop off, heading a little north of our normal site, so as to be able to travel back 
without a vicious cross wind of 20+ knots, as the north easter whipped up more and more into the day. 
David and Albert got the first chum block into the water, and all hell broke loose! With the windy 
conditions, the birds got onto the whiff of the chum very quickly and we soon had hundreds of White-
chinned Petrels and Indian Yellow-nosed Albatrosses coming in to loudly snatch their share of the spoils. 
 

 
 
 

The most numerous Albatross encountered 
where these Indian Yellow-nosed, here an 
adult zooms past the boat. 
 

  



 
 

 

Once again we had several Black-browed 
Albatrosses attending the chum. We 
normally see immature birds off Durban, 
but we saw this extremely grey headed 
individual, causing a little excitement and a 
lot of firing away with the cameras. 

  

 

We do not normally see any adult Shy 
Albatrosses off Durban, so we where quite 
pleased to get a mature bird come in and 
show off. Here it is followed by one of the 
Black-browed Albatrosses. 

  



 

Sooty Shearwaters put in an appearance, 
from the moult it looks like there where two 
different birds zipping in and out of the 
melee. This one is showing off the 
characteristic silvery underwings. 

  

 

A White-chinned Petrel angles in on a tasty 
morsel just below the surface. They were in 
attendance in large numbers.. 

  

 
 

Antarctic Prions came in slowly, always 
wary of the bigger birds, we eventually had 
six birds, which appeared to be using the 
boat as a shelter from the wind, coming 
really close to the photographers delight. 
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These are the smallest birds we encountered,  
being Wilson’s Storm Petrels. They zip and 
dart along the slick, pattering around 
picking up scraps of chum. This poor chap 
would dance in circles if he pattered too 
much, as he was missing a foot. 

 

 
There was still evidence of Sardines around 
as we saw several Gannets quite close 
inshore. Here one shakes of the water after 
one of its characteristic deep dives. 

  



 

A couple of these kleptoparasites, 
Subantarctic (or Brown) Skuas came in to 
see what tasty morsels where on offer. 

  

 

We headed back into the harbour, and a 
welcome surprise was presented in the form 
of this non breeding plumaged Lesser 
Black-backed Gull on the centre bank in the 
harbour. It turns out to be the same 
individual as David had seen in March, 
identified, unfortunately, by the remnants 
of a fishing hook stuck in its bill. 

  

 

Also at the centre bank was this stunningly 
plumaged Caspian Tern, which was joined 
by a few Swift (aka Greater Crested) Terns, 
and even more surprising, some unseasonal 
Lesser Crested Terns. 

  
After a good few hours enjoying the amazing spectacle, we set back to harbour with a strong tail wind, 
making for a more comfortable ride in. 
 
Full list of birds seen and approximate numbers: 
 
Kelp Gull 20 
Swift Tern 12 
Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross 500 

 
 
 
Antarctic Prion 6 
Wilson’s Storm Petrel 4 
Common Tern 2 



White-chinned Petrel 800 
Cape Gannet 30 
Black-browed Albatross 5 
Shy Albatross 1 
Sooty Shearwater 2 

Subantarctic Skua 2 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 1 
Caspian Tern 1 
Lesser Crested Tern 2 

 

For bookings on these trips, visit http://www.niall.co.za/pelagic/KZNpelagictrips.htm   


